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Musée du Périgord à Périgueux 
 
The capital of the Dordogne area, Périgueux is an eclectic mix of old and new. 
Renaissance houses on cobbled streets brush shoulders with modern architecture 
like the Archives and Bours de Travail. Founded more than 2,000 years ago, remains 
have been faithfully preserved in the new Vesunna Museum, as well as the amphi-
theatre from the first century and Tour de Vésone. The Périgord Museum goes even 
farther back, with remarkable finds like the 70,000 year old Neanderthal site near 
Lascaux. Meanwhile, the museum Trompe d’Oeil will please those who have a 
playful spirit and childlike awe. Périgueux is a wonderful city to explore the surroun-
ding historic sites, as well as to take some time to live life the southern way. 
 
This museum was founded in 1835, the first to be established in the Dordogne 
region. Encompassing about 45,000 items now, this collection is one of the Périgord 
people with a mostly archaeological interest. Of grand repute worldwide, the pre-
historic collection comprises of flint-stone artefacts, fossilized skeletons, Magda-
lenian-period engraved bones, an engraved rib from the Cro-Magnon site, and many 
more, spanning back to over a million years ago. Also of note in the central cloister 
are stone carvings from the Gallo-Roman, Medieval and Renaissance periods. The 
more “recent” collection includes finds from the Neolithic Age, protohistory and the 
Early Middle Ages, as well as a small display of fine arts.            © Lori Henry 
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