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The Museum of Prehistory and Early History is one of the largest collections
spezializing in the pre- and early history of the Old World. The exhibition covers the
prehistoric cultures of Europe and the Ancient Near East from their beginnings down
through the Middle Ages.

The collection

The walk through the exhibition commences on the ground floor: the Rudolf-Virchow
Hall (room 1) presents an overview of the history of technology, spanning the time
from the Stone Age until the Middle Ages.

The Schliemann Hall (room 2) treats the history of cultures in the eastern
Mediterranean, the Caucasus and parts of Asia during the Bronze and lron Ages.
Highlights of this display are the renowned collection of Trojan antiquities from
Heinrich Schliemann and the Cyprus collection of Max Ohnefalsch-Richter.

The exhibition rooms on the first floor lead visitors through the history of mankind in
old Europe. Room 3 is devoted to the Stone and Bronze Ages and presents, among
others, the skull of a Neandertal human from Le Moustier and the burial of a Homo
sapiens from Combe Capelle (Dordogne). The section on the Bronze Age is devoted
in particular to the themes metallurgy, cult and funerary customs. Archaeological
remains from various cultures in Western Europe, northern Germany and
Scandinavia, eastern Central Europe, the Alpine region, the Danube countries and
Upper ltaly illustrate the great diversity and manifold cultural interconnections during
the European Bronze Age.

A special department (room 4) is set aside for gold finds dating from the Bronze Age,
the famed Berlin gold hat, and copies of gold objects retained since 1945 in Russia,
among them the gold treasure from Eberswalde.



The following section (room 5) covers the long period of time from the pre-Roman
Iron Age to the Middle Ages. The cultural development of the Celts, Germanic tribes
and inhabitants in the Roman provinces north of the Alps is demonstrated. Thereby
emphasis is placed upon the Germanic peoples of the early Middle Ages. The
exhibition concludes with a display about the high Medieval period in the Baltic Sea
area and its inhabitants, the Slavs, the Pruzzi and the Vikings.

Museum of Prehistory and Early History
Postal Address

Schloly Charlottenburg, Langhansbau
14059 Berlin

Director: Prof. Dr. Matthias Wemhoff
Deputy Director: Dr. Alix Hansel

Telephone: +49(0)30 - 3267-4840
Fax: +49(0)30 - 3267-4812
Email: mvf@smb.spk-berlin.de

Guided Tours / Group bookings

School classes and groups will be allocated a guide after telephone booking:
Telephone: +49-(0)30- 266-3666

Fax: +49-(0)30-266-3670

E-Mail: fuehrungen@smb.spk-berlin.de
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